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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO SY-02 INR-05 CIAE-00 MCT-01 
USSS-00 /033 W 

082673 210809Z/11 

R 201535Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5429 
INFO AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0260 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC, OVIP, PINS, NU 

SUBJECT: SECURITY ASSESSMENT - ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S VISIT 
TO MANAGUA 

1 . EMBASSY CONTINUES DAILY TO REASSESS THREAT TO USG OFFICIALS IN 
NICARAGUA, INCLUDING CHIEF OF MISSION. THERE ARE RECENT STATEMENTS, 
PASSED TO US PRIVATELY, THAT AMBASSADOR SOLAUN AND ARCHBISHOP OBANDO 
Y BRAVO WILL BE ASSASSINATION TARGETS. WE ARE ANALYZING THESE ASSER- 
TIONS, BUT THEY ARE STILL RUMORS AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED. 

EVEN SO, AS OF JANUARY 19 WE BELIEVE RISK TO U.S. AMBASSADOR, EVEN 
IN ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC THREAT TOWARD HIM, REMAINS SUBSTANTIAL ON 
BASIS THAT HE IS SYMBOLIC TARGET FOR ANYONE WHO MIGHT BE DISSAT- 
ISFIED WITH USG POLICIES OR ACTIONS AS THEY ARE PERCEIVED TO RELATE 
TO CURRENT SITUATON IN NICARAGUA, OR WHOSE INTERESTS WOULD BE SERVED 
BY PROJECTING IMAGE THAT GON HAS LOST CONTROL OF SITUATION. 

2. WE KNOW OF NO RPT NO THREATS AGAINST ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 
AND BELIEVE THAT RISK TO HIS SAFETY SHOULD BE VIEWED BASICALLY IN 
LIGHT OF THE ABOVE. THE RISK TO HIM HERE IS PROBABLY ABOUT SAME AS, 

OR SLIGHTLY LOWER THAN, IT MIGHT BE IN A PLACE SUCH AS SAN SALVADOR 
WHERE THERE HAVE RECENTLY BEEN VIOLENT ACTS AND EMOTIONS RUN HIGH. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANAGU 00260 201641Z 

3. WE EXPECT GON TO TAKE STEPS TO ENSURE ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S 
SECURITY WHILE HE IS IN NICARAGUA. MOREOVER, A TEAM OF DEPARTMENT 
PROTECTIVE SECURITY SPECIALISTS IS NOW IN THE COUNTRY ASSISTING 

WITH CHIEF OF MISSION SECURITY. WE PROPOSE THAT THE TEAM REMAIN 
IN MANAGUA THROUGH ASSISTANT SECRETARY'S VISIT. 

4. EMBASSY WILL TRANSMIT PERIODIC UPDATES OF SECURITY SITUATION AS 
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